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addition, they have been ready to take their place in the
developing reactionary movement. Their place will not be
that of leaders, perhaps, but as the social crisis has become
more acute, they have been pleased to follow where the
reactionaries lead. Their eulogy of traditional Islam, the
pride that they have had, and incited, in its ancient' culture,
have served well to provide that backward-looking roman-
ticism on which reactionary movements are based. In
Germany, the fascist movement had to construct most of
the corresponding Germanic and * Aryan ' enthusiasm after
it came to power, and had to make it fight against and over-
come the people's traditional religion and their traditional
liberalism. Indian Islam is finding its task much easier, for
the devotion to a national myth was already to hand, and
was encouraged by both liberalism and religion.
* Liberal * pamphlets on Islam in the recent past have
been apt to begin with the usual liberal presentation of
Islam as the perfect culture, source of all that is splendid
and just, and unique in its past glorious achievements. Then
they have gone on to view the present breakdown of indus-
trial capitalism in Europe. This is not only by way of con-
trast. The new touch is to infer that Western culture will
$oon collapse, and to ask what will take its place. Islam
can give a good, stable society. But if it fails to seize the
present opportunity, other forces, satanic, will take over.
To prevent this, Muslims must unite in a strong, disciplined
body and be prepared to act.82
We have mentioned that the social issue in India, like
that elsewhere, has been seriously complicated with the
political. Here we must notice that in the case of the
liberals, many of them have combined a progressive
politics with their conservative social attitudes. Some have
been nationalists, and as such joined in opposing movements
such as the Muslim League that have been reactionary both
socially and politically. At the same time they have
strengthened those forces within the Congress and its like
that have been working to defeat social and economic
radicalism within the nationalist drive.